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Lisa Gunn in Oldcastle’s DANGEROUS
OBSESSION

Thrilling Mystery
Most of us take comfort in our
routines. We wake up in a familiar
bed alongside a familiar companion,
if we are fortunate enough to have
one; wash, dress and get through
our day in ways that are familiar.
However, we find it thrilling in fiction
or theatre to confront mysterious
situations in which the familiar is
distorted. Believable characters —
and the more believable they are the
better - find themselves in
disorienting situations. The familiar
guideposts are gone. This becomes

terrifying for the characters and
exciting for us as we watch them
cope with that which we would be
quite happy to never confront in our
own lives. Such is the appeal of
mysteries and thrillers.

DANGEROUS OBSESSION, the
English thriller you are about to see,
Is about such a situation. An
apparently content and comfortable
suburban couple, Sally and Mark,
find their world suddenly upended
and dangerous when, John, a mys-
terious stranger enters their home.

This play is Oldcastle’s contribution
to Bennington’s Season of Mystery.
Mysterious doings are being
explored in mystery book
discussions at the Bennington Free
Library, on locally produced mystery
radio shows on WBTN, in classic
mystery films at the Library and at
the Bennington Museum, and in
readings of Sherlock Holmes stories
at the Park-McCullogh house. There
will be mystery scavenger hunts and
a conference, SHERLOCK
HOLMES: THE MAN AND HIS
WORLDS is taking place at
Bennington College sponsored by
the Baker Street Breakfast Club, the
local Sherlock Holmes society. So
this summer, take advantage of the
opportunity to indulge in mysteries in
many venues.



Postwar England — Change

and Menace
England changed after the Second
World War. London, Plymouth and
other cities had to be rebuilt after the
bombings. The nation was no longer
the head of a Great Empire that had
supplied it with wealth. Wartime
Prime Minister Winston Churchill's
government was replaced by a Labor
government that was determined to
make changes so that working
people would receive the health and

educational benefits that had
previously been available to “their
betters.” All this with limited
resources.

Soon the changes became apparent
in theatre. The National Theatre and
the Royal Shakkespeare companies
were established with government
subsidies which also went to new
regional theatres and to the long
established Royal Court in London
that had been doing experimental
and challenging plays since the time
of George Bernard Shaw. It was at
the Royal Court that John Osborne’s
LOOK BACK IN ANGER examined
the life in a working class bed sitter
of an Angry Young Man who
guestioned many of the nation’s
established verities. Other new
playwrights — Harold Pinter, Joe
Orton and Arnold Wesker wrote
radical plays. Pinter's  were
dominated by an unnamed sense of
threat that terrorized the characters.

But traditional West End (Britain’'s
Broadway) plays written by tra-
ditional playwrights like Terrence
Rattigan offered traditional fare.
Such a play is DANGEROUS
OBSESSION - a thriller taking place

within genteel, upper middle class
circumstance. This, and plays like
Arnold Schaffer's SLEUTH, may
have been so popular because they
dealt with the same kinds of terror
and uncertainty that Pinter's plays
did, but unlike Pinter’s plays, on the
West End, the mysteries were
resolved.

Meet the Cast

Lisa Gunn

Lisa Gunn (Sally), like the rest of the
cast, is making her Oldcastle debut
in Dangerous Obsession. A native
Calfornian, Lisa comes to Oldcastle
by way of Philadelphia, New York
and Brooklyn. She performed on
Broadway in the twentieth
anniversary production of ANNIE, as
well as in ongoing performances with
composer Marvin Hamlisch. Lisa has
appeared on stage, in commercials,
in television and film. Recently she
was seen on AS THE WORLD
TURNS, in M. Night Shamalyn”s
THE HAPPENING and in the
upcoming feature THE LAST DAYS
OF APRIL. She holds an MFA from
Temple University.

Paul Mantell (John) is a 35 year



veteran of New York and New jersey
stages. He is also an award winning
author of books for teens and middle

school students, most recently he
was co-author of the Tiki and Rond
Barber books for Simon and
Schuster.

Moonwalk in New York, appeared in
JACQUES BREL, THE MIRACLE
WORKER and THE MISER at the
Olney Theatre Center. He has also
acted with La Jolla Playhouse,
Barrington Stage, Theatre Virginia,
Goodspeed Opera House and The
New Jersey Shakespeare Theatre.
He appeared off-Broadway in
HYSTERICAL BLINDNESSS, FIX-
ING FRANK and ENTER THE
GUARDSMAN and hassung and
acted in with several national tours
including LES MISERABLES,
BLOOD BROTHERS, JEKYLL &
HYDE and DROOD.

Christopher Yates appeared earlier
with the Bickford Theatre in
MUSICAL COMEDY MURDERS OF
1940. He was Tom in DINNER WITH
MY FRIENDS at the Schoolhouse
Theatre, Claudius in HAMLET and
Brutus in JULIUS CEASAR with

Director’'s Note

This joint production with the
Bickford Theatre in Morristown, New
Jersey is an example of how
professional theatre is changing.
Throughout the country regional
theatres are searching for a new
paradigm, new ways to produce
quality theatre while the economics
of the country change. Arts
organizations need to adapt. By
sharing costs with another theatre
we can improve quality, increase our



audience and give actors more work weeks. The Bickford is at the Morris
Museum and the two theatres have much in common. Our residency at the
Bennington Center for the Arts, while constructed quite differently, mirrors in
many ways the relationship between the Bickford and the Morris. We expect this
will be the first of many such collaborations with Eric Hafen, Artistic Director of
the Bickford, slated to direct a production in 2011 that will begin in Bennington
and then travel to New Jersey.

DANGEROUS OBSESSION is a play Alfred Hitchcock, the cinema’s master of
suspense would have loved. Playwright N.J. Crisp has written a clever mystery
with more twists and turns than a Vermont country road. We have assembled an
excellent cast, all new to OTC who have created characters far more complex
and interesting than the rather cardboard plot devices found in so many
suspense plays.

DANGEROUS OBSSION is a play for which we will sell you the whole seat but
you’ll only need the edge. This is the first production of an exciting season.
Please join us often at the theatre.

Eric Peterson

Producing Artistic Director

The Playwright

N.J. (Norman James) Crisp wrote novels, stage plays and many television plays
and series. DANGEROUS OBSESSION, produced in London’s West End in
1987, is his best known play. It has been revived in England, here, and
elsewhere. After service in the R.A.F., Crisp became a full-time writer in 1959.
As chairman of the Writers Guild he negotiated higher fees for television writers.
Crisp was fascinated by character and said he sometimes recycled plots, but
never characters. The plots he favored were intricate; he took his name off the
film version of DANGEROUS OBSESSION that simplified the plot’'s complexities.
He wrote a feature length Sherlock Holmes television drama that starred Peter
Cushing as Holmes and John Mills as Dr. Watson. He also wrote the film
MURDER ELITE that featured Ali McGraw, Crisp developed a malformation of
his spinal cord and his play FIGHTING CHANCE explored his experiences
battling the disease. Later in life, although he went blind, he continued writing.
N.J. Crisp died after along illness at the age of 81 in 2005.

Coming Next

July 17- Aug 1
LEADING LADIES

by Ken Ludwig, author of LEND ME A TENOR and MOON OVER BU FFALO
“hilarious new comedy by Broadway’s reigning gagmaster”






